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The Criminal Justice System is composed ~ 

of three components: 

- Law enforcement agencies 

- Courts 

- Corrections - prison, probation. parole 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 


Law EnforcementAgencies: 

Local 
Stat!? 
~edera l / 
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../ Courts 
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The formal criminal juslice 
process 
• 	 Functions as an assembly-l ine ­

» >at times a bottleneck assembly line 

The informal criminal justice process 
L 

Dl~(I~tIO I ' 

FEDERALISM 

Governmen t powers are shared by national 
(federal) gove rn ment a nd the state government 
.-- ­	

,,-
,-- ­

/ rL:rge-scale "'-' \ / Federal laws 
l prob lems and 

and individual laws, 
statutes, andumbrella ru les / 
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 t raditions 

Fl&ura 1 .2 
Crl mlnillLl>tl~ offic...1s mu.t ....ke deCASiOns ellery ~ concernong tMelr 

dUl.es rhe ott.c..ts "'ted b"low. whct~f!hey oper.to on.Ia(~. stole, 
orfede~1 bel. r~ 1'1""110/ on doocrl!!oOnwhen me"tll'g the rolloY>lng 
=pcnsobolltoes 

Crlmin;al Jus c sy t 

Poll.,. 	 Iud., 
,J Enforce laws ./~ cond~i<lnsforpretri.1 ~ase 
,j lnvestigilte spoci& crime. ;; Accept pleas
:J Search people or Wild ings ./ Do<mi" ch.lJg<:. 
;;A rrest or detain p..,pje ;; Impose ~rUnces 

Pr'osecuton Correctional Officials 
./File charges agoinst suspects .; ~ign conv lets to prison or jiil 

brought IDthem by the police ./ Punish prisone IS who misbeh.tlle 
,J Drop cases ./ Reward priso ",,1S who 
,J Reduce charges beh. veweU 

Finding the right balance 
r:-'--r-=:r-= 

Due Process Model 

The U.S. Constitution 
requires the processing 
criminal justice cases be 
conducted with fairness 
and equity; this 
requirement is referred 
to as due process, which, 
simply put, means 
proceduraJ fairness. 

Due process 
recogmzes the 
individual n ghtsof 
criminaldefendJ n[s 
faCing prosecu ti on by 
a sta te or the federa! 
govern me nt. 
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Crime Control Model 

Crimeconlrol mOdel is a criminal justice 
perspec(ive [hat emphasizesefficieorarrest & 
cOJwiction of crimina l 0 m~oders. 

Apprehension Conv ict ion 

\ I
Bac k for 
molt' 

Presjden~'s Commission on Law enfOrcement 
and Adm1nistration of Justice r.::'-'''''i'''':t-::r1;;;;: 

TIn.' Crln\ inai /U!ttlre System lOS obliged tn ~nfort--e accep«:J 
stollld.ln:l ~ ofconduct to "PlOttCt lndividuals ~lnd lht 

communtt)',· 

State Law EnfOra!ment 

ff,9hway Pat rol 

Fir. M a<,;hoils 

Wildlife Wardens 

Federal Law EnAm:ement 

Dep artment of 
Homeland S.cunty 

Fede(al 8 ureCiU 


or Investigiltions 


D-U 9 Enforcement 
Adm inl5tratlon 

Bureau of Ak ohol, Tobacco, 
Ftre.a rms, and Explosl\ es 
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Crim 

• How are acts defined as a crime? 

Consensus Model vs. Conflict Model 

• The Consensus Model 

-	 Assumes that a diverse group of people have 
similar morals and share an ideal ofwhat is 
Ilright" and "wrong.ll 

- Crime are acts that violate this shared value 
system and are deemed harmful to society. 

• 	The Conflict Model 

- Assumes that society is so diverse that 
members do not share moral attitudes. 

-	 The most politically powerful members 
of society have the most influence on 
criminal law and impose their value 
system on the community. 

Crime Defined 

• 	Any action punishable under criminal statues ­
an act that is considered to be a form of deviance. 

-	 What is deviance - behavior that is recognized as 
violating rules and norms of society. 

Deviance 

~ 
t ~lotJtlaJlof io1.ulionof informal' 
L!0mwl'Llles nIles -ctIstoms.tnd 

habits 

Underage Drinking Lawsr_-----..."........, 


14w$- Sodetydetennineshow- behilVlorsare crimJnalj~; pert:eptiooo( mOlality 
through moroal valW!s 
- Dtivlngand dnnkmg laws 
v.:~ynup !hc romly.nu-b?yaddttACl 'WVee 

~ollU!be mm / w:1 rrb?y.Cl CW E'S5 

SoCw&fNblcp:;;Qllmfj! 


Tobacco laws 

hrrp 'llwww 1K" l! llbc a\Dlb...'JU'b7YwD~ 
.Jl8g 
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Gun Laws 

On June 26, 2008, the Supre me 
Court madea landmark ruling 
upholding th eright of individuals to 

beararms forhuntingand forself­
defense. 

llw NRA MJl~~i Ikil l I ~" Sf...'OOd I 
'1m o: l'WL1'l'nl uftke U.S 
Contut.wLlon J(\I ~~I1I"'" il'lo bvllll"'\ S 
l llO.! tiif'\lcn':O--'I <ond t:41f)' 
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Jlhkl!I\1t ('.' lu~!1.aYC' lU I".$., tb.·y ~~ 
",ll("'J ImmHlml:'$,u... bnngm~ c Ir. ,~ 
U[c.~ d~JWlI 

n'~' Ij,Mdr ( litO', o ll l h~ (]I~w: I...,[),o. ,~"lh;iI 
the- od /Urn.:ntilllllnt 01 th.: u~.. Otft,.fltu:" "" 
~MI j::,;l raOl~'" l1lillV, JL1-III. Ille n;l;hl :0 (:JWIt 

<lnd ('Alrflgilia FU....tJ""l. Ihl'Y ~fii' '' l !\(It .....h.· 1"! 
111m.. p'··••f'k ha''''' jUJ:'.). ;; ,".u.hs ..a.ud ,"Itlnl') f"lm 
pllul,h;n'ollo(". 

CRIMES LISTED 


Violent crimes......... ... . 

Property crimes.......... 

PL)blic order crimes.. 

White co llar-crimes.. 

Organized crime 

High-tech crime......... 

Assault 
Burglary 
Public drunkenness 
Prosti tu tion 
Illicit drug use 
Theft of proprietary date 
Sabotage 
Fraud 
Embezzlement 

ABOUT 40,000 NEW STATE LAWS TO TAKE 

EFFECT AT THE START OFTHE NEW YEAR 


o Crime is an action that is 
punishable under criminal 
law as defined by a society. 

o Considered an offense 
against society as a whole, 
not against the victim. 

o Punishable by statutorily 
determined sanctions that 
bring about a loss of 
personal freedom . 
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